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R.P.D. A AC MP. T. D. Ver Theologicum, 
Dikta quedam D. Apoftoli Pauli in Epift. ad Rom 
a ver, 37. cap. vill. ad cap. xi. explicans, in 4°. 


Ratisbone, 1694. 


SIR, 


: a4 TS not without Reafon that Sc. Pecer tells us, that in 
| 5 fe . St. Pawl’s Epiftics there are fome things very hard to 
| be underftood ; for. whofoever will perufe them with 
" Attention, will meet with fuch Expreflions as are able 
to puzzle any Man’s Underltanding. The Author of this Book la- 
boured in his younger days under the fame Difficulties ; but having 
for a long time meditated upon thofe difficule Paflages, he thinks 
to have found a fatisfactory Explanation of the fame, which from 
a noble Motive he prefents to the World, hoping his Labour wilt 
be ufeful to others. He does not prefume however to have fo 
clearly-explained thofe Texts, as that there remains no Difficulty 
at all,.and efpecially to fuch as are inclin’d to pry too narrowly 
into things ; but he hopes he. has enlightned the fame to the Sa- 
tisfaction of thofe, who flighting idle Difputes, are contented, as 
is himfelf, with the true meaning of the Holy Scriptures, being 
withal perfwaded that no body caa charge him with having dero- 
gated from the antient Orthodoxy, which he has always had before 
his Eyes as his North-ftar. 
Ont of the feveral Texts our Author has explain’d, I'll choofe 
one asa Specimen of the others, viz. the 26th Virle of the xieh 
. Eeee Chapter 
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Chapter of the Epifile to the Romans, wherein St. Paul {peaks of a 
future Converfion of the Jews ; and thereupen he inquires whe- 
ther the Converiion fpoken of ifthe Text, is tobe greatand nu- 
merou. He begins with sjecting the Fab:es of the Chsliaftes and 
Vews COLCEP MY th ‘happy J einpoial Rign of the Affias, orthe 
KRefloration @f Ln , aw Of /& afes's aod then eafwers Aifirmative- 
ly, thatthe Cenverton of the , Jews will be great and numerous, 


tho this mult not be underftood of the Convertion of every indi- 
vidual Man. ‘Ehts apinien he ee upon fome Arguments 
raven frem the Foxe it {elf : . St. Part calls the Matter he is 


difcourtirg of Museo’, that Is to fay, according . St. Chryfoftora’s 
Explan ation, 7? ies COME OV, CTOQCHTIOY H, TONY pad Socupeee TOAD 
Sf ai-aeece en fy, which like ly he would not ‘inva done had 


» fasten of that (accelli:e and flow Convertion of the Jews men- 
ioned a ihe ixh Chapter of the fame Epiltle, ver. 27,29. and 
n the xith, v. 6. whereas ’tis plain from his very words, that 
he teaches the Romans a new thing, » StAw uuce oyvoev. 2. If 
we confider the Connexion of this Verfe with the foregoing, it 
wi a appear {till more plainly, that St. Paul {peaks of the Con- 
verfi te of a ereat Multitude, and notof fome few Men. 3. Who- 
it er will examine with Attention the 30th and 317 Verfes, 
herein Sc. Pant compares the Jews with the Gentiles, will find 
that the Aroftle has a mind to convince the Gentiles, chat as they 
were beccme the Church of God, tho they were before Unbe- 
lievers, fo likewife the Jews would be converted tho they ‘were 
then Enenties of the Church, 

Now if a Man will undet ftand thefe Texts, as if the Apoftte 
hon ld only ymca the Mercy of God towards fome few private Men, 
it muft needs follow, either that the Gentiles were never conver- 
ted, whicuis cortrary te what we read inthe Old Teftament, or 
that few of them did cbtain Mercy ; and both of thefe Propofitions 
are falfe: therefore cur Author concludes, that fuch as was ‘the 
Converfion of the Gentiles in our Saviorr’s time, fuch will be the 
Converfion of the Jews in the time Ged has appointed for it, 
nempe nox una ant altcra ove, fed toto agnine in viam redutto, 

He anfwers all the Objections that may be made againft his 
Opirion, and efpecially thofe taken from the Expreffions of our 
Saviour and his A pofties, who call the Church a little Flock 5 and 
thereupon he fays that thofe Expreflions arc and may prove always 


true, 
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true, notwithftanding his Hypothelis: for vicious and diflo'ute 
Men, Atheifts and Hereticks will always be more numerous than 
the Faithful, and efpecially in the latter days, according to Jefus 
Chrift’s Prophecy ; and therefore the Church will be thea as much 
a puKpov wouvioy as it was at the firlt coming of our Savicur. 
This is enough to give you an Idea of this Book, which may 
prove very ufeful for the better underftanding fome dark Pailages 
of the Scriptures. 





oe ee ee 
- —— a | 


Ai-corances, feu Lex Yhamitica Mubamedis, Filia ab- 
dalte, Pfeudo-prophete, ad optimorum codtcum fidem, 
edita ex Mufeo Abrabami Hiinckelmant D. in 4°. 
Hamburg 1694. 


F all the Eaffern Languages none, I believe, next to the He- 
brew, is fo neceflary to be known as the Arabick; forthe 
Books written in that Language contain more Learning than all 
others, and befides, it isa great help to underiland the Old Te 
ftament : therefore feveral great Men have obliged the World with 
many Arabick Books, with their Verfions and Commentarics upon 
them. We have feveral Tranflations of the A’coran, but none 
before Dr. Hinckelman, has, for ought I know, undertaken to pub- 
lih the Original ic {clf. 1 fhall not prefume to give an account of 
the Dogtrine of AZahomet contained in this Book, | own it is above 
me; but befides, it would be in vain to look for Order where there 
isnone: therefore (ll content my felf with fome Obfervations 

taken out of the Preface of the learned Publifher of this Work. 
He tells us firtt of all, that likely fome will fay, that the Ara- 
bick and the Alcoran being beth of little ufe, he could have better 
imploy’d his time; but he alfo tells us, that a Chriftian ouzht to 
contribute as much as he can to the Salvation of the Infidels, and 
that the beft way to overthrow Mahometifm is to cxpofe to the 
Eyes of its own Sectators the Contradictions, Abfurdities and 
foolifh Fancies of the Alcoran, and that it needs no other Confu- 
tation. Hecomes now to fpeak of the Authors of the faid Buok, 
Eeee 2 and 
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and fheweth that ic is not the work of Mahomet alone, but that 
the greateft part was written by Sergiws a Neftorian, called by the 
Arabians Babira. They have ftolen {everal things from the New 
Teflament, and more from the Writings of the Jews; and they 
made a particular ufe of a Book which was then fpread abroad 
under this Title, according to our Author’s Tranflation, AMiracula 
ce ves cete Domini noftri & fervatoris Jef Chriffé. Filss Des Vis, 
vulaa Evangelinm lafantie dicta, and was look’d upon as written by 
Sc. Peter. Yo fhew the Spurioufnefs of it, it is enough to obferve, 
that it kes many Perfons contemporary with Chrilt, tho fome 
were dcad before his coming into the World, and the others 
were born fome time after his Death. 2. The Writer of that 
Book files the Virgin Mary, Dominam noftram Mariam, which 
Tine is ro where elven her in the Scriptures. And, 3. He tells 
us. that few Hours after our Saviour was born, he told his Mother, 
Exo fore Fefus, ilte filius Dety qui natus eft prout tibi annunciavit An- 
celus Gabriel, Pater mens mufit me in falutem munds, &c. 
~ Mabonet being dead, Abu Beer and Othman collected the {catter’d 
Writings of their Prophet, and put them into the Order they are 
now. Our Author tells us that the Stile is noble and fine, and 
that generally {peaking, the Expreflions are eafy, but that they 
have appearcd very difficult to the Interpreters thereof for want 
of a perfect Knowledg of that Language, and of fome Cuftoms 
ufed inthe time of 44asomet, which are no where to be found but in 
the Arabick Books. He wonders that few Men apply themfelves 
to the ftudy of that Language, fince it is very neceflary to under- 
ftand the Old Teftament, and becaufe of the excellent Books that 
are written in thac Tongue: For the Arabians have had amongft 
them a great many-famous Poets, Orators, Hiftorians, Geogra- 
phers, Phyficians and Mathematicians. The Arabick is alfo ne- 
ceflary for the better underftanding the other Eaftern Languages ; 
nay, we find in it the true Etymology of abundance of words ufed 
in the Weft, as our Author makcs it plain in his Preface. He 
praifes moft particularly a great Gloflary Arabick and Perfian that 
ne has by him, written by A¢uhamed Ibn- Abdil-Chatek Ibn Apphalla, 
from which he fays he may extract an incredible number of un- 
known words. 
Dr. Hinckelman has not thought fit to give us the Tranflation 
ef the Alceran, not fo much becaufe of the Difficulty of the 


thing, 
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thing, but to preferve the Arabian Language, left it fhould haye 
the fame fate as the Greek, which was flighted as foon as the Greek 
Authors were publifhed with Latin Verfions and others. Our 
Author will much oblige all true Lovers of Learning in publifhing 
his Gloflary, and alfo all other Arabick Manufcripts wh:ch he has 
by him, for doubilefs they contain many things unknown, which 
will much improve Philology. 








_—— ——— <= 


* 


Reflections on the ordinary Imperfections of Men, and on 


their good Qualifications. Paris 1695. the fecond 
Edition. 


F all Creatures Men are certainly the moft difficult to be ruled, 

and this Difficulty proceeds from the Vanity and Pride of 

Men, which is fuch, that they won’t fuffer themfelves to be ruled ; 
and from the violent Love they have for the World and for its 
Pleafures, which hinders them from hearkning to th: reafonable 
Advices of their Friends, being always afraid that they will ob- 
lige them to change their manner of Life. From hence it follows, 
that to bring a Man tohis Duty, we muft carefully avoid offending 
his Liberty, and endeavour only to convince him of his Errors, and 
of the Neceflity he lies under of mending the courfe of his Life ; 
but this muft be done with fo much Difcretion that he may not 
difcover what is our Defign. To fuccced in this Undertaking, and 
make him fenfible of his own linperfections, we muft make a lively 
Defcription of the fame, but as inherent in others, and at the 
fame time commend the Vertues oppofed tothem: In fhort, we 
mult fet before his Eyes a fine Looking-glafs without going any 
further, left he fhould perceive that we do fo on purpofe, that he 
fhould know himfelf therein. This Book is very fit to bring back 
the moft unruly toareafonable Temper, if they will read it with 
the leaft Attention, becaufe it contains but Reflections on the 
common Imperfections and Vertues of Men, which every one may 
apply to himfelf as he thinks fit; and tho perhaps a Man wiil not 
immediately after the reading of this Book be fenfible of _ 
Proht 














oe) A 


524 Mifcellaneous Letters. 


Profit he has madethereby, ‘tis very like that he will perceive iti 
{ome time after. : aa 

The firft Vice mentioned by our Author, is Envy, which, fays 
he, is a Mark of the Weaknefs of the Mind, and of the Bafenefs 
of the Heart: However, it is frequently the Vice of the greateft 
Mer, who extenuate as much as they canthe great Actions per- 
formed by oiher Men, who aim as well as they at the fame kind of 
Honour and Glory ; like in this cafe to two beautiful Women, 
whereof cach pretends to be the handfomer, and obferves in her 
Rival tome Imperfections never taken notice of by fuch as are un- 
concern’d in their Pretenfions. Envy produces fuch {trange Effects, 
that Noblemen tometimes envy the Condition of a Citizen. 

A Friend of our Authov’s maintained, that Envy ts neceflary to 
Society , for, fays he, without Envy we fhould live in too great a 
Tranquillity, and the courfe of our Life would be too even and 
Quiform; and as Muftard and Pepper make Meat relifhing, fo Envy 
adds Life to our Actions. Bat inali likelihood that Gentleman 
meant by Envy what we call Emulation, for Envy in it felf has 
nothing but what is odious, ic robs Men of their Honour and 
Repuration in the Society, and in their Retreat of the Tranquillity: 
of their Miads. 

To avoid that Vice we muft confider thefe two things: Firft, 
That we are very unjuit to cur {elves and to others: And, fecond- 
ly, That every body loves bimfelf more than he ought, and does 
not love and efteem others as much as he fhould. After all, it is 
but joft that we fuffer our Neighbour quietly to enjoy his Ta- 
Jents, as be futiers us to enjoy our own. Our Felicity does not 
depend on the Happinefs of others but of our felves; and to be 
content with what we are is enough tobe happy. : 

The fccond Imperfection very common amongft Men, is a 
fottifh Imitation of other Peoples Manners; for nothing is more 
ridiculovs, than to fec a Citizen imitating a Courtier, or a Cour- 
‘er a Citizens their different Birth, Education and Employment 

‘ke fuch a difference between them, that it ought to appear 

all occafions. A Man muft not pretend to whatever Men of his 

‘effion and Quality do, our Talents and Genius are different, 
“eref-re every body ousht to know himfelf, left he fhould 

‘ke iomething above his Capacity, and thereby make him- 

-ulcus. 


‘ ‘ ° 


Some 
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Some others propofe to themfelves for Model Men of a gencral 
Reputation and Merit, but they miftaxe what makes their Merit, 
and fo it happens that they take the Shadow for the Body ; and 
the they follow the Steps of thefe Men, they never overtake 
them. °Tis already a Vertue to imitate a Man of Probity ; or 
at leaft we begin to know our felves, and give Proofs thar we 
may be vertuous, when we fhew fo muci Exgernefs to follow the 
Examples of vertuous Men; and happy is he who comes to fuch 
a Perfection in this cafe as Philo the Jew: “Tis fid of him and af 
Plato, that it was difficult to determine, whether Philo has imitated 
Plate, or Plato himfelf Philo, 

Our Author {peaks of Religion in the third Chapter, as a Ro- 
man Catholick ufts to do, that is to fay, without making much 
ufe of his Reafon; and treats in the fourth of that importante 
Science which teachetha Man how to behave himfelf in the World. 
He lays down for a Maxim, that it is not neceilary to goto Court 
to learn that Science, as is commonly faid;s it is enough to be pru- 
dent aud wife, to remember what weare, what place we are in, 
and who are thofe we are to converie withal : That is to fay, it 
is fuficient to make a good ufe of our Education, and choofe for 
.our Company Men of Honourand Probity. Vhe chief Maxims 
of that Science.are, to be always of the fame temper, always wife, 
difcrete and obliging, to avoid Frowning, Morofity, and other 
Uncivilities 5 to be always compl!aifant, and ready to fubmit to our 
Friends Advice, to dcfend our Opinions with Mederation, to be 
civil to every body; and in fhort, to act with fo much Prudence 
and Circumfpection, as to oblige and fatisfy all fuch who converfe 
with us. If Men would apply themfelves to this Science, with as 
much Attention and Care as they do to lzebra, they would find 
it mucheafier. Thisis but a Commentary of this Primitive Rule, 
to ufe- others as we defire to be ufed by them. 

The fifth Chapter concerns the Sycopiiants, thofe Plagues of 
Society, whofe aim it feems, isto fet the World together by the 
Ears: and our Author obferveth thereupon, that a Report ts pre- 
judicial to him whom it 1s made to, to him it is made of, and to 
him who makes it; and fo an indifcrete word wounds three Perfons 
atonce. Doubtlefs a Report is difadvantagious to the Perfon it 
is made of, and caufes to him whom ic ts made to Sorrow and 
Vexation, whercof the Confequences are fometimes —_ ane 

foitiys 
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laftly, the Tcll-tale, if difcovered, muft expect the Revenge of 
him whom he has accufed, or if not, he cannot but be vexed to 
have difturbed the Tranquillity of his Friend, and given occafion 
to Hatred and Quarrels, unlefs he has bid farewel to all fenfe of 
Vertue and Honelty. 

In the fixth Chapter the Author treatsof Wit, and obferveth 
in the firft place, tliat Men who are fo apt to pick a Quarrel with 
Providence for the unequal Divificn of Temporal Eftates, never 
complain of the Diviiion of Wit; every one thinks to have at 
leaft as great a fhare as any of his Neighbours. Some Men fet 
up for Wits without any other ground, but only for having lucki- 
ly, or rather by chance, made a Copy of Verfes, a Song, or an Ele- 
gy, which has met with a favourable Reception from the Publick ; 
others for having made an eafy Tranflation, and fome others up- 
on no vifible grounds, but for fome fecret Reafons known to them- 
{elves alone. This is not enough to entitle a Min to Wit, he 
muft befides Learning, have Judgment and Solidity, and thefe 
Qualifications do not often mcet together. In fhort, there is as 
much difference between a Man who really deferveth to be ftiled a 
Man of Wit, and a titular one, as there is between an Earl’s Son 
and the Son of a Country Gentleman, who both call themfelves 
Efquires: The firft is really fuch by Birth, whereas the other has 
no other Title to produce than the Books of the Collectors of the 
Poll- Money. 

He fheweth in another Reflection, that thofe Wits are guilty, 
generally fpeaking, of a greater number of Blunders, than other 
Men that are not fo brisk and lively : They are, fays he, like thofe 
Horfes that run a full Gallop, (but let no body take Offence at the 
Comparifon)) who ftumble oftner in a day than other Horfes that 
only pace would do in a Month. 

There are fome Men who have great Parts, but want that Po- 
liry that makes ones Company fo agreeable; they are like rough 
Diamonds, which want nothing but to be polifhed and fet off: 
whereas Men who are polite, without Parts and Solidity, are like 
thofe falfe Stones that adorn Stage-Players, 

A Man muft apply himfelf to know his own Genius, and to 
what it may be proper; for there is as much difference in Wits 
asin Faces, and all have not the fame Talents. 


The 
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The feventh Chapter concerns Authors, and thercin we are 
told that the writing of a.Book is much like the building of a 
Houfe, which requires all forts of Materials. Towrite well a 
Man muft be Learned, Judicious, Eloquent; and above al!, he muft 
give a noble Zurn to his Thoughts and Expreflions ; he muit avoid 
Extreams, words out of the common ufe, and iniipid Puns: ard 
in fhort, the Beauty of their Works mutt be natural, which coniiit 
in a juft Proportion. However, as there are fome Beauties whofe 
regular Features do not charm fo much as fome others that want 
that exact Regularity, but have inftead of it a certzin free and 
lively Air 5 it happens alfo fometimes that Books written exactly 
according to all Rules of Art, are not fo kindly received as fome 
others, which are not fo regular, bit whereof the Stile, Ex- 
preftions and Turn are eafy, gentle and natural. 

In the eighth Chapter our Author {peaks to Criticks, ard ob- 
ferves in the firft place, that it is a dangerous thing for a Manto 
ufe himfelf to find Faults in every Page of a Book; fucha Perfon 
was not born for Society, and ought to retire intoa Wildernefs ; 
and befides, a Man contracts by that Habit and Cuftom a Difeafe 
which difables him from relifhing the beft things. As to Satyrilts, 
it cannot be faid that their Parts make them fuch, ?tis rather their 
ill Temper and Vanity; and after all, Satyr is only the Part of 
f{elf-concejted, uncivil, and half-witted Men: If it deferveth to be 
tolerated, “tis when it offends no body in particular, and expotes 
the Vices of the Age, without expofing the Perfons. 

The ninth and tenth Chapters contain feveral Reflections on 
Vertuous and Religious Men. True Devotion confifts in natural 
and reafonable Duties, and. admits of no Singularities whereby a 
Man pretends to diftinguifh himfelf. A fober and vertuous Life 
is the moft infallible fign of ones Piety. We muft avoid doing any 
thing that is extraordinary in it felf, but we muft endeavour to 
perform extraordinary well what we aredoing. There is a great 
difference between a Man of Probity and a Devout Man: the firlt 
has a real Love for Vertue, and continually aims at its Pofleffio.:, 
and to obtain it does in fecret all the Good he can; whereas the 
other contents himfeif with the bare appearance of Vertue, and 
is very well fatisfied if he can perfwade Men that he is vertuous. 
An honeft Man is.of aneven Temper, and always thew: himfelf ci- 


vil and obliging to all the World , bat a Bigot is fometime merry, 
Ffff and 
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and fometimes morofe, taking Offence at the leaft thing, and 
{paring no body. Ina word, an honeft and religious Man does 
every thing to pleafe God, but a Ssgot defigns only to pleafe the 
World. 

Detradtion and Calumny are the fubjeét Matter of the eleventh 
Chapter. Slandercrs or Baeckbiters, fays he, are at beft but Men- 
Traitors and Murderers ; and there is doubtlefs more Bafenefs in 
detracting from a Man than in giving himill words in his Prefence:: 
For Detraction is always levell’d againft one that’s abfent, who 
has no body to anfwer for him, whereas a Man who gives another 
ill words to his Face, fheweth that he is not afraid of him. And 
befides, what can be more abominable, than privately and undere 
hand to ruin another Maris Reputation ! ’Tis not enough for an 
honeft Mantoavoid tobe the Author of a Calumny, but he muft 
alfo avoid {preading it, whereby he becomes himfelf guilty of the 
fame. He that enters firft of allinto a Town to plunder it, does 
not commit more D4iorders than thofe that follow him, and who 
{et all in Fiames. 

In the thirteenth Chapter the Author treats of Vanity or Pride, 
that epidemicel Difeafe which, without exception, has infected 
all Men. There are feveral Pretences whereby Men think to have 
aright to have a better Opinion of themfelves than of others, 
fuch as Birth, Courage, Genius, Imployments, a fine Shape, and 
the like : but thefe are frivolous Titles ; and that Vice is fo mean, 
that every body endeavours to fhut his Eyes againft it, and d#f- 
euife ic under another Name. But if you will try 1 Man, don’t 
shew him the Refpedts that he chinks are due to him, and then you 
will foon perceive his Vanity and Pride. 

Our Author recommends Sincerity in the fixteenth Chapter, and 
tells us, that our Words ought always to agree with our Thoughts 
and Actions. He owns that a Man may in fome cafes conceal 
Truth, but he maintains that it is never lawful to difguife it and 
tcH a Lie. 

Railery is not a little Vice, and a Man that takes the liberty to 
laugh at the Imperfections of other Men, is certainly an Enemy 
to his own Repofe and Reputation, for he is no fooner gone owt of 
2a Company than they rail at him by a juft Return. A Railer is 
but a Buffoon, and ought to be looked upon as a Difturber of the 

Pablick Peace, when for the fake of a witty Jeft (as he thinks it ) 
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he will part with all his Friends and Relations, and even with the 
Refpect due to God and the Magiltrates. Some to have the li- 
berty of railing at others, begin by ridiculing themfelves : but 
what can be more foolifh than that, and would any Man that 
makes ufe of his Brains, buy fo infipid a Liberty at fuch a rate ? 

The twentieth Chapter contains the Defcription of an honeft 
Man. An honeft Man, fays he, is every where and at all times 
fuch, he is not liable to Caprichio’s and Change, he is not ru'ed 
by Love, Ambition, or Covetoufnefs , for were he govern’d fome- 
times by Paflions, he would have only fome good Intervals; his 
Probity muft be unalterable, his Heart fenfible to all Vertues, his 
Temper eafy, and all his Actions muft be attended with Civility 
and Modefty, whith Vertues are infeparable from a great Soul. 

Thofe who talk moft of Honefty and Vertue, are not the moft 
vertuous and honeft Men for all that, “tis onthe contrary, gene- 
rally {peaking, an ill fign. A Man whois truly honeft and ver- 
tuous does not proclaim it to the World, otherwife than as bis 
Actions fhew what he is: But when a Mantalks perpetually of 
Honefty, Vertue and Religion, he gives fufficient grounds to fufpect 
that he has fome private Defign to carry on. 

The laft Chapter concerns Friendfhip, and therein we are told 
how prudent we muft be in the choice of a Friend, efpecially in 
the Age we live in, when Diflimulation is fo common 2mong Men. 
As this is a matter of the higheft Concern, we mult ufe all our 
Endeavours throughly to know the Man we defign to make our 
Friend ; and wher we have difcovered in him all the good Qualif- 
cations we may re2fonably defire, we muft ufe all poflible means to 
cultivate and preferve his Friendfhip: For a true Friend is fo rare 
2a Treafure, that a Man may think himfelf happy if he can find 
one in the whole courfe of his Life. 
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Difcours fur, exc. 4 Treatife of the Royal Founda- 
cons mise by Lewis ATV. upon account of Religion, 
fujtice, Scenes, Arts, War and Trade, ‘By Mon- 
ficur Richard. Paris 1695. In 12°. 


ee HH Author has undertaken a great and large Work, having 
for the Subject of his Book all the Settlements made by the 
French King on the accountof Religion, Juftice, War, Sciences, 
Liberal and Mechanick Arts,and Commerce. Of thefe Founda- 
tions there are four which are the moft remarkable, wz. A noble 
Hefpitel, where maimed Souldiers have their Maintenance, called 
Les lunalides. A Maintenance for a great many young Gentlemen, 
who are bronght up and taught in many Cities of the Kingdom, 
defizn’d for Military Service. A Commonalty of Ladies, called 
the Ladies of St. Lewis, at St. Cir. - And the Inftitation of a 
Military Order of Knights, under the Title of St. Lewis. 

There are many Particulars in this Project concerning the Foun- 
dation of a Monaftery of Annonciades at Meulan, and of the Val 
de Grace at Paris. Thefe two Monafteries arc two great Monn- 
ments of Queen Aan of Anjtria’s Gratitude to God for this King’s 
Birth, whom fhe obtained by Prayers many Years after her Mar- 
riage. 

This Book is but a Project of a larger Work, which will con- 
tain feveral Volumes. In the firft the Author intends to make 2 
Dillert:tion upon Acad:mies in general, and difcover the Origine, 
Progreis and Utility of the fame: He will tell us alfo, which are 
the requifite Qualifications for an Academician, to fill up his place 
with Honour. Then he will make an Abridgment of the French 
Acad:my’s Hiltory, and give an account of its Beginning and Pro- 
greis: Efe will afterwards defcribe the Academies, which in imi- 
ration of that of Pars, are now fettled at Arles, Soiffons, Nifmes, 
Willefranche, Angers, Caen, Grenoble, Touloufe, Rouen, and other 
Cities of the Kingdom ; and tho he is Member of none of thems. 
yet he promiles to do his utmoft Endeavours to raife their Glory, 
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as much as if he was bound to do it by the Grant of a Place, which, 
fays he, is never beftowed but upon extraordinary Meric. 

In the fecond Part of this frit Volume, he defigns to write the 
Hiftory of the Royal Academy of Sciences, and of Liberal and 
Mechanick Arts; he will defcribe the Obfervatory, and its ufe, and 
give an account of the Difcoveries which are daily made to carry 
on Phyficks and Mathematicks to Perfection. ' 

He will add to this, the Hiftory of the Academies of Medals, 
Painting, Sculpture, and Architecture, and give a Defcription of 
Verfailes, and other Royal Houfes, with an account of what the 
King has done for the Schools of Law, Phyfick and Surgery, men- 
tioning withal the Academies of Mufick and Dancing. He will 
tell us the Names, Qualities, and Titles of the great Men, who 
have been and are {till in thefe Academies. The Colleges and 
publick Libraries will make an end to this firft Volume. 


a 





A Copy of a Letter written from Valognes-in the Lower 
Normandy, taken out of the Paris Journal, No- 
vember 21, 1695. 


SIR, 


Don’t doubt but you will hear with Joy, what we could not 

fee without Aftonifhment. There were in our Neighbourhood 
fome Remainders of old Buildings, which were unknown to us, 
and whereof Difcovery is due tothe Reverend Father Dunod of 
the Company of fefus. Knowing that fome Workmen digging 
the Ground had often found there Medals, he caufed the Ground 
to be dige’d up and fearch’d to fatisfy his Curiofity ; and with the 
help of Monfieur Fouwcaxle Intendant of our Province, who has 
generouily contributed towards the Charges of the fame, he has 
difcovered a Theatre, fome Baths, a Cafting Houfe, a Palace, and 
the Ruins of an old Wal. 
.. The Theatre which was covered with Earth and Trees, is quite 
whale, and may contain five or fix thoufand Men. 
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The Baths are builded after a fine Romanmanner, where one 
may fee yet fome Vaults above fixty foot high, with Vcflels for 
Wathing, a Furnece to warm the Water, Refervers to keep inthe 
Water, and Aqueducts to carry It out. 

In the Cafticg or Coining Houle there are a great many For- 
naces with Bricks, Pipes, which areon the top round about fuppor- 
ted witha Afaftick Roman Work, a footand a half thick. Thefe 
Furnaces and Pipes which cauted a Fire of Reverbcration, give 
occafion to think that they did melt there Stones as well as Metals, 
there rcinaining ftill a great Stone, which is thought to have been 
melted there. 

The Palace, which Father Duzod thinks to have been the Dwel- 
ling-place of the Governour fent by the Romans, is pav’d with 
a Maftick Work after the antient way, of different Figures, with 
fome Aqueduéts, Veflels, and there are feveral other remains of an 
o:d Building. 

The Compafs of the Wail is three hundred and feventy two foot 
without Towers, undermin’d on both fides, and overthrown upon 
its Foundations. In all thefe Places there were found a great many 
Medals of Gold, Silver and Brafs, fome Urns, and other Anti- 
quitics, with abundance of Afhes and Coals. 

Father Dunod’s Conjecture is, that thefe are the Remainders of 
an antient City of Gauls, and the Capital of thofe Nations who 
were Called Uzells, mentioned by Cefar, and call?d Crouciatinum 
by Prolomey, and Alauna by the Romans. Tis from that Alauna, 
as he thinks, that our Town of Valognes has received its Name, 
for it is builded in the Dale called Vaiss Alaune; this is more pro- 
bable than what Monfieur de Valois has written in his Noritia, viz. 
that it comes from Valon a Man’s Name, which in the antient 
Language of the Francs, did fignify Good, 

The Theatre, the Bats, cnd the Coining-boufe induce Father 
Dunod to think that Alanna was the chief City of the upper 4r- 
morica; and this he cenfirms by its Extent, which is almoft equal 
with that of Roas, as it is now adays, as far as he may judg by 
the remaining Wells, and the diftance which is between the Thea- 
tre, the Baths, anc the Coining-houfe. 

Tho Hiitory tells us nothing, neither of the Foundation, nor 
of the Deftruction of the antient City of Alauna, yet from the 
account we have of the Ravages committed by AZaximm in Ar- 

Moria, 
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morica, we have a fuficient ground to believe that Alana was in- 
volved inthe fame Fate, feeing that the Medals which are found 
there, are of the Emperors till Gratian, under whofe Reign Ataxi- 
mus did rebel, about the end of the fourth Century ; and that 
there are none of the Emperors after him. 

Itis a ftrange thing, that neither anticnt Authors nor Tradition 
have mention’d this City, and this proves that it was deftroyed 
before the Barbarians entred into Gaul. 

The Theatre, which is ftill whole, is one of the moft remark- 
able Circumftances ; for we don’t read that the Romans had built 
any other in Gaul, thinking perhaps, that the Inhabitants of thofe 
Countries were not genteel enough to reliflithe Pieafure of Tra- 
gedy, Comedy, Mufick or Dancing, thefe Diverfions being kept 
only for Grecians and Romans. 

Sir, here you have what I intended to tell you of the rare Dif- 
covery of Father Dunod. I hope our Intendant, who loves Me- 
dals as well as other Monuments of Antiquity, and knows the 
Value of them, will caufe a large Account of thefe to be publifi’d, 
with the Plans of all the Works above-meiutioned in this Letter. 





Ex legibus Hebreorum forenfibus contra Magiam, de Di- 
‘vinationibus Magicis, eaque occafione de virgula divi- 
na ¢ divinatione nupera Jacobi Aymari Delphinatis, 
ficcariorum & furum invefligandorum caufa fatta, Deo 
annuente, in inclita Argentoratenfium Academia, pre- 
fide D. Fobanne Joachimo Zentgravio D. Philof. P. P. 
ordinario, refpondebit Johannes Georgius le Comte Mai, 
An.1694. In 4°. Argent. 


Have given you in my Letters N° 3. an account of three Po- 
| fitions maintain’d at Strasburgh, concerning the /ummum bonum, 
and now I fhall {peak to you of a Thefis maintain’d in that City, 
concerning the Prohibitions made in the Old Teftament againft 
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It is certain God did forbid the Jews to confult the Southfayers, 
and to obferve neither Times, Augurs nor Dreams, as we read in 
the 16th Chapter of Leviticus, ard in the 18th of Deuteronomy. 

This Prohibition is generally exter.ded to all unlawful ways of 
difcovering what is hidden to us. Whence the Author of the 
Thefis draws this Confequence, That the ways of difcovering 
hidden things, in which there is no Impiety, Superftition, neither 
Dealings or Covenant dircdtly or indirectly with the Devil, are 
neither unlawful, nor forbidden by the Law of God. Such are all 
shings which may be known by Natural Caufes, and way of Re- 
'velation. 

He pretends that the Interpretation of Dreams is not abfolutely 
forbidden, becaufe they proceed often fromthe Temper, and may 
be ufcful to difcover the Quality of the fame, and fometimes to 
know Mens Manners and Cuftoms. Therefore Plutarch fays, that 
every ore nay know the Progrefs he has made in Vertue, if du- 
ring his Sleep no Reprefentation contrary to Honefty is prefented 
to his Fancy. | 

Then he tells us, that the antient Law did not forbid the Jews 
all forts of Prefages. The Death of the Egyptian who was killed 
by Afofes, was an Omen that the J/raelites fhould-be delivered by 
him out of the Land of Egype, tho the //raelites did not underftand 
it, Ads7. The fighting of Yacob and Efas in their Mother’s 
Womb, was an Omen of their future Quarrel about their Birth- 
right. When Samuel’sMantle rent, Saul holding it faft, it was an 
oe God gave that Prince, that his Kingdom whould be 

ivided. 

There are other Prefages that God fends in another way, which 
are difcovered by the Light of Reafon, and ferve fometimes to 
revive the Spirits and Hopes of whole Nations in the moft emi- 
nent Dangers. A little before the Fight of Salankemen began, fome 
frighted Horfes did run away from the Turkifh Camp, and got 
into that of the Germans, who took this Accident for an Omen 
that they fhould get the Victory. 

The Authcr asks whether Phyfiognomy and Chyromancy are 
contain'd under this Prohibition ? and allows that there may be 
fome Abufes in what is practifed to difcover, by the Infpection of 
the Face or the Hand, what will befal a Man, and owns that 
whatever we know by thefe ways is always doubtful , yet he 

thinks, 
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thinks that the Difpofition of the Body denotes often the Inclina- 
tions of the Mind, and cites upon this matter Delrio, who fays, 
That a Man who is like fome Animal, may be fufpected to be ob- 
noxious to the fame Vices to which that Animal is inclin’d ; that 
thofe who have little Eyes, are commonly envious, as Apes; and 
thofe that have great ones are ftupid, as Oxen and Affes. 

Tho thefe ways of knowing future things be lawful; yet fuch 
ways as were practifed by the moft part of the Nations that did 
inhabit about Judea, by Dealings with the Devil, are abominable. 
The Egyptsans, Syrians, Phanicsans, Sabeans and Chaldeans did con- 
fult their Domeitick Divinities in doubtful Cafes ; and R. Abenezra 
fays, that Rachel ftole away her Father Laban’s Gods, left they 
fhould difcover to him Jacob and his Family’s Flight, and which 
way he went. 

St. Cyprian confefles he does not know any other Caufe of Ma- 
gick Operations but the Devil, as one may fee in his Book of the 
Vanity of Idols. 4s ergo fpiritns fub ftatuis atque smaginibus confe- 
cratis delétefcunt. Hi afflatu [uo vatum pettora, extorum fibras animant, 
avium volatas gubernant, fortes regunt, oracula efficiunt, falfa veris 
femper involvunt. 

At the end of this Thefis, the Author difcufles what was pub- 
lifh’'d fome Years ago about the Divining Wand, by which Fames 
Aymar did difcover Springs, hidden Treafures, and Perfons guilty 
of Robbery and private Murder. 
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Rome antique Notitia : Or the Autiguities of Rome, 
in two'Parts. ¥. ai frort Ftflory of the Rife, Pro- 
eres and Decay of the Commonwealth, 2. “A De- 

¢ . . . e e ° « 

feription of the City; an Account of the Religion, Gril 


Government, and Art of War ; with the remarkable 
Cuftoms and Ceremonies publick and private ; with Cop- 
per Cuts of tke principal Buildmgs. Towluch are pre- 
fix'd two Effays, concerning the Roman Learnmg, and 
the Roman Education, By BafilKennet of C€.C.C. 
Oxon. Dedicated to bis Highne/s the Duke of Glou- 
cefter. London, printed for Abel Swall and T. 
Child at the Unicorn at the Weft-end of St, Paul’s 
Church Yard. = 16956 


PATO there have been many Treatifes already publish’d on this 
Subject, yet the fame is of fo vaft Extent, that there is al- 
ways fomething new tobe faic. Rofinw and Godwin, the two Au- 
thors moft in requefé for this fort of Knowledg, have omitted 
many coniderable things, end fo flightly handled fome others, 
that they wanted a Supplement. The learned Author of this 
Work having obferved their Defects, has fpar’d nothing to give 
us a perfect Account of the Antiquities of Rome, and has followed 
the mof celebrated Authors that have written before him, as 
Lipfins, Kirchina, Brevewood, Manutius, Ferraris, Sigoniw, Scaliger, 
Cafaubon, and others. 

Would all Authors, like this, give an account of their Defign 
inthe Title Page of their Books, it would fave a great deal of 
trouble to Journalifts : for therein you may fee that the firft part 
of this Work contains a fhort Hiftory of the Rife of the Roman 
Commonwealth, how and by what means the Romans obtain’d the 

Empire 
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Empire of the World; and laftly, how they loftit. Inthe fecond 
Part, the Author gives a Defcriptioa of the Cty of Rome, and 
an account of the Religion, Government both Civil and Military, 
Cuftoms and Ceremonies of the Romans. But as the two Eflays 
he has prefixed are very claborate Pieces, and new, | fhall make 
fome Abftracts out of them. : 

Whoever will confider the ftrange beginning of Rome, andthe 
Character of its firit Inhabitants, will think it no wonder that the 
Romans have been for a long time utterly averie to any thing that 
was polite and agreeable. That Averfion made part of their Po- 
liticks 5 a: d che anly Study in requelt amongit them, was the Study 
of War oa Government. They continued fo long under that 
Sava... 1) ipofition, that Vig himfelf, tho living in the Reign of 
Av iisas, Ws forced to own that they were inferiour co other Na- 
ons aa Arts and Sciences, exceptin the Arts of Government and 
Vai, waich he gives as the dilinguifhing Excellencies of his 
Ccuntry-men in thefe admirable Verits. 


Excudent alii [pivantia mollis efray, 

Credo equidem: vivos ducent de marimere visltus - 
Orabunt canfas melins , Calig, meatus 
Defcribent radio, @ furgentia Sydera dicent : 
Ta regeve Imperio Populos Romane memento : 
He tibierunt Artes, Pacique imponere more: 
Parcere fubjettis, C» debehave fuperbes. 


The Romans continued under Averiion to Learning till the Year 
of Rome 553, that the Ambition ot Phuip of Adacedon gave them 
an Opportunity to get footinginto Greece, but the Studies of Phi- 
lofophy and Rhetorick never had any tolerable Progreis till the 
Arrival of the Achaians, who being difpertzd in feveral parts of 
Italy, {pread every where the Love of Leirning. Vine famous 
Polybius had many Difciples at Rome, and the Roman Youth thew'd 
fuch a Paffion for Sciences, that the Senate was ferced to banilh 
Philofophers out of Rome, left Study ihould enervate the Courage 
of the People. But fome time after the Arenas having tent 
Carneados, Diogenes the Stoick, and Crirolans in Amoauy to tome, 
who were all great Philofophers, the Romans were very cager 
after Philofophy ; and tho thofe Ambailadors were quickly fent 
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away by the Advice of old Cato the Cenfor, they left in the 
young Gentlemen fo happy an Inclination to Philofophy and 
good Letters, that they grew more every day enamour’d with 
Study. Cato hinsfelf who was ufed to fay, that the Romans would 
certainly be deftroy’d when thev began once to be infected with 
Greek. afterwards aJter’d his Mind, and by a furprifing Change 
he himfelf learned the Greck Torgve in his old Age. 

Learning and Courage were no longer thought incompatible, 
after Scipio, that Terror of Carthage, had fhown himfelf a Favourer 
of Learning. Panatins the Stoick, Polybius and Terence were his 
Bofom Friends, and the conftant Companions of his Expeditions. 

Authors will have the Deftruétion of Carthage, and the Reduéti- 
on of Greece, which happen’d at the fame time, to be the Con- 
clufion of the higheft pitch of the Roman Grandure ; but what- 
ever it be, it was but then that they got any real Title to the 
Empire of Science. The Tide of Learning and Humanity, fays 
our Author, ranevery day with greater force, and after the fa- 
mous Cato, fcarce met with any tooppofe it, and between this 
Period and the Death of Axguftus, the Romans can boaft to have 
had amongft them Poets, Orators, and Philofophers, that came 
nothing fhort, or at leaft very little, of the moft fam’d among the 
Grecians. 

Auguftus being dead, the Roman Mufes as well as the Eagles 
ftoopd from thcir former height, which is afcribed to feveral 
Caufes. Some attribute it to the lofs of their Liberty, and the 
Subverfion of their old Government, which allow’d a greater 
Latitude and Freedom of {peaking than they enjoy’d under their 
Emperors; and fome others to the new Scheme of Politicks in- 
troduced by*Zsberius and his Succeflors, who began to act what 
the Zarquins would have been afham’d of, and corrupted Learning 
as well as Manners and Difcipline, beyond any hope of Recovery. 
°Tis true, that under Vefpafian, Titus, Domitian and Trajan, great 
Effays were made to revive Learning, and now and then ftept up 
an extraordinary Genius, that in fpite of the Age he lived in, 
raifed himfelf as high, if not above the Antients; but he re- 
fembled a glimmering Taper, to ufe the word of my Author, 
which cafts adouble Light when it is juft on the Point of expi- 
ting: for foon after Trajan’s time, the continual Irruptions of 
the Northern Nations, like a mighty Torrent, {wept every 
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thing before them, and frighted away Learning in fuch a manner, 
that che Romans forgot to fpeak their own Tongue. *Tis true 
that their Affectation of incorporating fo many Greek Words and 
Phrafes, a Vanity complain'd of by Favenal, contributed very 
much to the Corruption of their Stile, which would not have hap- 
pened fo, had they, after Zudy’s Example, admitted no foreign 
Words but upon a great neceflity, and writ them in Greek, and 
not in Latin Characters. 

The fecond Effay treats of the Roman Education. *Tis certain 
we owe our good or bad Inclinations to our Education, and there- 
fore the beft Law-givers have thonght it their chiefeft Work to 
prefcribe Rules for the early Inftitution of Youth. The Indian 
Brachmans, {ays Sit William Temple, had a ftrain beyond all the 
Wits of. Greece, beginning their Care of Mankind even before 
the Birth, and employing much Thought and Diligence about 
the Diet and Entertainment of their breeding Women, fo far as 
to furnifh them with pleafant Imaginations, to compofe their Minds 
and their Sleep with the beft Temper, during the time that they 
carried their Burden. This Precaution was grounded upon the 
Principles of true Philofophy, and was very well worthy of Imi- 
tation. 

Numa indeed in his Settlement of the Roman State omitted to 
provide Rules for the Education of Children, for which he is fe- 
verely rebuked by Plutarch; and thisis the reafon that the Roman 
People continued for fome time under a wild Fiercenefs: but in 
the rifing Ages of Rome, while their Primitive Vertue and Inte- 
grity flourifh’d with their Arms, the training up of Youth was 
look’d on as a facred Duty, and they thought themfelves in the 
higheft manner oblig’d to leave fic Succeflors to the Empire of the 
World. That Application lafted as long as their Commonwealth ; 
for foon after Debauchery became fo general, that it is no wonder 
that vicious Parents fhould not care to give a vertuous Education 
totheir Children. Quéntilian or Tacitus in the Dialogue de Ora- 
toribus, give fo excellent an account of the old and modern way of 
breeding ufed by the Romans, that Ill tranfcribe it bere from our 
Author. 

“ As foon as the Child was born, he was not given in Charge 
“¢ to an hired Nurfeto live with her in fome pitiful Hole that 


** ferved for her Lodgings, but was brought up in a _ 
‘© Bofom 
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™ bot Gi of the Motiicr, who reckoned it among ner chief Com. 
“ mendations to keep the Houle, and to Ww alt on the Children. 
“Some amtiknt Matron was pitch’d on eutol the Nc ighbours, 
* y hole Lite and Manners renderd her werihy ‘< that Office, to 
whole C are the Children of every Family were committed , be- 
“© fo-e whom it was reckon’d the meft heinous thing in the 
‘& \" crid to Lica « aasllWord, oy doanill Action. Nor had flie an 
‘ Exe only on their Inftruétion, and the Buiincfs they were to 
+ foliow, bul with an cqual Modefty and Gravity the regulated 
= hos ry Divertiiements and Recreations. ‘dhus Cornelia, 
kita ‘and ud ‘tia, Mothers to the Grachi, Julius Cefar and 
*S aegiyins. ave repoited to have undertaken the Office of Gover- 


elles, and to have imploy’d themfelves in the Education of 


-« Noble-mens Children. The Strictnefs and Severity of fuch an 


‘¢ Inititution had this very good Delign, that the Mind being thus. 
‘ picery ‘din its Primitive Innocence and Integrity, and not de- 
“+ pauched by “ erties orl Example, might apply himfelé 
% with the ereateit Willingnefs to the Liberal Bits , and imbrace 
“ them with ail a Powers and Faculties. Th at whether it was 
ae re | inclin’d either to the Profefiion of Arms, or = the 
underftanding of the Law, or to the Practice of Eloquence, it 
“ inight make that its only bufiuels, and grecdily drink in the 
hole Knowledg of the beloved Study. 
© Bur now (this i is the Reveric of the Medal): the young Ine 
“¢ fant is given in Charge to fome poor Grecian Wench, and one 
or two of the fervirg-Men perhaps are join’d in the Com- 
se nit on, generally the menieft and moft il. bred of the whole 
¢ Back, and fuch as are unfc for any fe rious BufinefS. From the 
G Scories and Tales of fach fine Companicns, the foft and flexible 
Nature muff take it: ork Ti -picilions and Bent. Over the whole 
¢ Family uh cre is not the leaf Care taken of what is faid or done 
“before the Cha, while the very Parents inftead of inuring 
“* their dear lutle Ores to Vertue and Modeiiy, on the contrary 
© accunom them to Licentioufnefs and Wantonnefs, the natural 
Rola of which is 2 dettic m Imp idence, and a Contempt of thofe 
6s very Parents, and every body “ele. 

Wicever confides thefeiwo difiercnt ways of Education, will 
not wonder thet the Komaus have been the Mafters of the World 
wo telg oc they have pracuicd the fin}, and that they fhould have 
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ceafed to be fuch as foon asthey were fo far degenerated from the 
ertne of their Anccftors, asto praftife the fecond. 

It is to be oblerved that the great Care of the old Romans for 
the Education of their Youth wes voluntary and not commar?cd 
by publick Laws, which cught to put to the Blufh the Chr'fians 
of this Age, who are fo remifs in that Duty. ‘Tis from that Neg- 
ligence that comes the Depravity of Manners, and “tis the wane 
of Education that makes us fo different from the Primitive Chti- 
ftians, whofe vertuous Life was admired even by their Enemies. 

4 eAAtas parentum pejor avis, tulit 
Nos nequiores, mox daturos 
Prageniem vitiofiorem. 


This I think fufficient to give you an Idea of the Ednca- 
tion of the Romans. | refer you for Particulars to our Author, 
who, in my opinion, has handled that Subject bettcr than any 
had done before. 

The firft Part of this Book contains feven Chapters, the firft 
whereof treats of the building of the City, and the other fix give 
an account of the Roman Affairs fince the beginning of that State, 
to the taking of Rowe by Odoacer, and the Ruine of the Weltern 
Empire, fucceflively under the Government of Kings, Confuls and 
Emperors. 

The fecond Part is divided into five Books, and the firft Book 
into feveral Chapters, containing a Defcription of the City of 
Rome, of its publick Buildings, as Temples, Theaters, Amphi- 
theaters, Circo’s, Naumachiz, and Gates, Bridges, Baynio’s, Aque- 
ducts, Cloace, and publick ways; and an account of the Divilion 
of the City into Tribes and Regions. 

The fecond Book treats of the Religion and Morality of the 
Romans, of their Priefts, Sacrifices, and the manner of doing of 
them, Divifions of Days and Years, and of their moft remark- 
able Feftivais. 

The fubject Matter of the third Book is the Civil Government 
of the Romans, whercin we have an account of the general Divi- 
fions of the People, of the Senate, of Magiftratcs, as Confuls, 
Dictator, Tribuncs, Pretors, Cenfors, Cc. of the Comitia, Judg- 
‘ment, and Roman Laws. 
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The Author treats in his fourth Book of the Roman Art of 
War, of their Horfe and Foot, the Order of the Roman Army 
drawn up in Battalia, of their Enfigns, Colours, Word in Engage- 
ments, Mufick, Form and Divifion of thcir Camp, Military Re- 
wards, Crowns and Triumphs, of their Engines made ufe of in 
their Sieges; and laftly, of their Method of treating the Nations 
they conquer’d, with the Conftitution of the Colome, Municipia, 
Prafeéture, and Provinces. 

The fifth and Jaft Part treats of the Mifccllaneous Cuftoms of 
the Romans, of their publick and private Sports and Games, of 
the Gladiators, Tragedy and Comedy, and Shows of wild Beafts, 
of the facred Votive and Funeral Games, of their Apparel, of the 
Solemnities of their Marriage and Funerals, concluding with an 
account of their Names and Money. 

The whole Book is full of Quotations, but the Author gives us 
the Tranflation of the fame, a thing which was mightily wanting 
in Godwin. 

I need not recommend to you the ufefulnefs of this Work, efpe- 
cially after the account I gave you in my laft of the large Book of 
Grevius on the fame Subject, of which this may be look’d upor 
asa good Abridgment. There is a popular Prejudice againft this 
fort of Books which ought tobe removed. People think that they 
are only fit for Youth, and Men grown to Years {corn in a manner 
to read them: but this isa great miftake, and ’tis no wonder to 
fee many Men, tho pretending to be Scholars, at a ftand in reading 
the Latin Authors, for want of a due Information of the Roman 
Jaws and Cuftoms, which they might learn in this Book. 
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Ferrandt Imperati Neapolitans Hiftorie Naturalis lib.xxix. 
accefferunt nonnulle Fohannis Marie Ferro adnotationes 
ad librum vigeftmum oftavum. Nunc primum ex It.t- 
(ica in Linguam conyerfa Latinam, cum Indice locu- 


pleti{fimo, In 4°. Cologne 1695. 


HE bare Title of this Book is fufficient of it {elf to recom- 

mend it to the perufal of all Lovers of Learning ; for what 

can be more entertaining and ufeful than Natural Hiltory ? This 

Treatife may be divided into three Parts, the firft whereof treats 

of Phyficks, the fecond of Philofophical Phyfick, and the third of 
Chymiftry. 

The Author begins with the Examination of Elementary Bodics, 
then of mixt and compound Bodies, and to make his Work more 
ufeful, he reduces his Speculations to Practice. Thus for Exam- 
ple, having {poken of the Earth, he confiders its various Ufes for 
Husbandry, Architecture, Cafting, Moulding, Painting, Dying 
and Phyfick , the Earth affording its Juice for Corn and Fruit, its 
Stones to Architects, its own Subftance to Founders to make 
Moulds, its Colours to Painters and Dyers, and feveral Remedies 
toPhyficians. The firft five Books treat of thofe various Ufes, 
and therein the Author gives us many Inftructions to know the Na- 
ture and Propriety of the Earth, its various degrecs of Fertility, 
and of what quality muft the Clay be to make good Bricks, and 
the like: and laftly, we find here an account of the moft famous 
Places for Plaifters and Cements. 

The Author treats in the fecond place of the Nature of Water, 
of its various Ufesin Phyfick, of the Origine of Ri: ers and Foun- 
tains, and of the Caufes of theSaltnefs of the Seca. This Inquiry 
takes up the fixth and feventh Books. 

The 8th and oth treat of the Air, and of the Impreffions it 
makes onthe Bodies of Animals, of the Caufes of the Wind, and 
of the formation of Rain, Snow, Dew, and Hail. 
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The roth, 111% and 12th Books concern the Nature and various 
Proprieties of Fire,how it is generated and fed in fubterraneous Ca- 
vities; the furprizing Efiects of Five aid Light, and the Colours, 
Lisures and other Pheromen.’s it predvces inthe Air: and laftly, 
vhat are the Properties of Heat and Cold. 

The following Books to th. 21/7, treat of falt Minerals, of the 
many kinds of terreftrial Fur, of Metals, Metallick Veins, and of 
their experimental Preparation, with the way of extracting Me- 
tals out of their Veins, and feparating Gold and Silver from Lead, 
Copper, or Iron, and of all other things relating to Metals and 
Minerals. , 

In the 21/# Book the Author difcourfes of Philofophical Phyfick, 
of the Tranfmutation of Metals, of their Tinctures, and in general 
of all other things included by Chymifts under the Denominations 
of great and little Work. 

The following Books to the 27th, treat of the Generation of 
Stones, of the Value of thofe called Precious, as Diamonds, Ru- 
bies,¢~c. of the various Configuration and Confiftency of Stones, 
and in particular of thofe that come from Metals, and in which 
there are fome Remains of their Metallick Subftance. 

The Marine Vegetables make the fubject Matter of the 27th 
Book, and the 28¢h treats of Plants, and of fome Animals, whereof 
the Nature and Proprieties were not well known before the time of 
Ferrandus Imperatus, the Author of this Book. This inquifitive 
Man died many Years ago, and this Tranflation has been made 
from the fecond Edition of his Book, which was printed about 1 
Years ago. ‘The Remarks mentioned in the Title Page were 
made by John Ferro, a learned Apothecary, and they have much 
illuftrated the 28th Chapter. 

There arein the Book, but efpecially towards the end, feveral 


Cuts reprefenting the Stones, Plants, and Animals, of which the 
Author gives the Defcription. 
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An Abftraét of a Letter. 


; Young Gentleman of Venxa being in Love with a Gentle- 

woman, procured her a Place near her Imperial Majefty ; 
but afterwards fhe proved ungrateful to him, at which that uuhap- 
py Lover was fo much concern’d, that he fell into a Lethargick 
Phrenfy, of which he died two Months anda half after. During the 
time of his Sicknefs be never tock any Nourifhment but cnly fome Spring- 
water, whick he caked for from time to time; and it is obfervabic, he 
never {poke a word upon any other occafion, being always without 
any Motion, and his Eyes fhut. The Phyficians were all that while 
about him, and thefe Particulars I Irave from one of them ; for 
was not the Fact well attefted I would not give Credit to it, nor 
trouble you with this Letter. He was taken iil about Eafter-Eve 
as he was coming out of a Church, and loft on a fudden all his 
Motion, and died on the 13th of June laft. °*Tis true his Body 
was then very attenuate and lean. 

This is a very extraordinary thing, but there are fome Examples 
that come very near toit. Not long ago adiltracted Fellow in the 
Bedlam of Harlem, refolved to faft forty days as our Saviour did, 
and perform’d his Defign without taking any other thing 
than the Smoak of Tobacco, and fome Water from time to time 
to wath his Mouth , and when the forty days were expired, he 
eat as heartily as before, c. 





I fent you fome time ago a Poem on the taking of Namur, and 
here is an Anagram on the fame Subject, with a Latin Diftich, of 
which you may take notice if you pleafe. 


Anagramma. ¢ 
NAMUR, URN AM. 


Olim Namur cram, Batavas me vertit in Urnam, 
° In qua tot Galli membra fepulta jacent. 
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An Account of tle Grandula Lachrymalis, and the 
nature of Tears, in a Letter a Friend, | 


SIR, 


Have not fuficient time to give a fair Abftract of fuch Obferva- 

tions as 1 mace upon the Glandula Lachrymalis, which accord- 
ing to the gencral Account, is feated in the great Canthus, or corner 
of the Eye next tothe Nofe. What I can fay at prefent, is, That 
whilft I was making my Experiments, I found it was no Glandula, 
as People believe to this day, ’tis a Body made up of a Membrane 
anda Cartilage; the Membrane is fomewhat flefhy, and of the 
fame nature with thofe that are feated at the Orifice of the Salivary 
Veflels; it hath two Daétus whichthe Tears run through: Thofe 
Duétus have their beginning: in the fuperiour and internal part of 
the Glandula Lachrymalw, where it toucheth the Eye, and they 
terminate in the Lachrymal Orifice, which is within the Orbit, 
of the Eye, where they unite into one Channel, which having a 
Paflage out of the Orbita-bone, doth terminate with a vifible Ori- 
fice about the extreme Parts of the Noftrils. 

Concerning Tears I have, at your Defire, read over and over 
what hath been written upon that Subject by your great Men 
Plempins and Aquapendente : But to tell you the truth, they pleafed 
me but very little. -Aguapendente writeth prolixly upon that Sup- 
ject, whereof I will give you a fhort Narration. 

1. He endeavoureth to perfwade us, that Tears are an Excre- 
ment of tie third Digeftion, becaufe his Opinion is, that any fluid 
Matter (cxcept the Blood) that iffueth out of our Bodies, is an 
Excrement. 

2. He examineth whet part itis that is apt to produce fuch an 
Fxcrement, and he thinks that it is the Eyes: for Nature being 
able to difcharge the Excrements of the Brain through proper 
ways, viz. through the Mouth and Noftrils, it is not likely that 
the Eyes fhould be fubfervient to the fame purpofe. However, he 
faith, that when the Brain is extreamly full of Excrementitious 
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Matter, then fome part thereof is fent tothe Eyes, where it mixcth 
with the Tears, and then, faith he, the Tears are thick and vif- 
cous, which doth not to come to pafs in ordinary Cafes. But be- 
caufe the third Digettion hath a twofold Excrement, the one 
fubtile and the other thick, therefore he believeth that the black 
and vifcous Sub{tance, which is adhcrent to the Uvea, and to the 
Membrana Chorotdes, is the thickeft Excrement of the Eye, and 
that the Tears are the fubtile Excrement thereof. 

3- The Tears do continually fpring up and gather together (if 
we may believe him) within the Fat and the Glands, which are of 
a foft and {fpongy Confiftency, where therefore he holds that Tears 
do get in as Water intoa Spunge. Afterwards he telleth us how 
Tears run out, when their Crfterns fuffer fome Dilatation or Con- 
traction : For Example,the rubbing of ones Eyes, the cold Air, the 
Wind, Sorrow and Pain, do fetch out Tears, by prefling the Eyc; 
when on the contrary, Heat, Laughing, a Fever, Anger, ¢*c. do 
occafion Tears by dilating the Paflages. 

Plempius in his Opbealmography is of a much different Opinion, 
for he affureth that Tears are an Excrement of the Brain and not 
of the Eyes; for the Eye doth not require fo much Novrifhment 
as is required for the producing of fuch a quantity of Excremen- 
titious Matter or Tears, as are fom@time feen to run out in a very 
fhort time: Furthermore, that the Glands and Fat which Agua- 
pendente would have to be fo many Cifterns to contain the Matter 
for Tears, are not capable of holding above four, five, or fix 
drops of Liquid, whence he concludeth that Tears are an Excre- 
ment of the Brain. 

But for my part, I am no ways perfwaded, that Tears 
fhould be an Excrement, whether of the Eyes, or elfe the 
Brain: for if they be not an Excrement of the Eyes becanfe they 
are of fo {mall a Volume, as Plempius argueth, my Opinion is, that 
neither are they of the Brain, for Tears are fometimes fo plenti- 
ful, that the Brain it felf would not be fufficient to produce them 
nor to hold them, as Plempins himfelf doth acknowledg it; at ex 
oculis quanti Lachrynarum rsvi, tants interdum ut vix cerebrum ipfum, 
nedum oculus fufficere videatur. From Aquapendente and Plempius ar- 
euing, | draw very ftrong Inferences againft them , and further- 
more, I have this to oppofe them. 
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1. Every body doth agree, that what remaineth of the nourifh- 
ing Juice after it hath been diftributed through the Body, and 
every part hath received its Portion for its Nourifhments I fay ig 
is agreed, that the remaining Part, which is the Excrementitious 
Pait of the third Digeftion, doth evaporate and exhale by infenfi- 
ble Tranf{piration. 

2. Sis certain that the Body mvuft of neceffity difcharge it felf 
from time totime of ail fenfible Excrement, elfe it moft be bur- 
dened with it, and that the want of Excretion is always caufed by 
fome Obftruétions or Sicknefs ; which being true, it followeth that 
the healthieft Body muft fhed Tears now and then, to keep his 
Health, or clfe he fhould find himfelf indifpofed from time to time, 
in cafe he did not cry; but | have never heard of fuch a Di- 

{temper in my Life. 

3. The quantity of Excrement, which every part of the Body 
doth yicld, ought to be proportionable to the bignefs of that 
part from whence it proceeds, and an{werable to the quantity of 
Nourifhment which it requireth. But Tears commonly have not 
that Proportion ; for in great and acute Pains one may fhed four 
Ounces of Tears, as may be guefled at by the number of Handker- 
chiefs that have been wetted. Now there is required at leaft ten. 
times the quantity of Nourifhment to produce four Ounces of Ex- 
crement, {ince the Nourifhment of the laft Digeftion is already fo 
pure and defecate, that it cannot yield much Excrement: And it 
is not probable that the Brain is capable in twelve Hours time to 
take up forty Ounces of pure and clean Nourifhment, (much lefs 
the Eyes) and therefore it cannot in that fpace of time afford four 
Ounces of Excrement. Some body perhaps will fay, that this quan- 
tity of Excrement was already ftored up in the Eyes, or elfe in the 
Brain, and had been fo for a good while: But where is the Ciftern 
that is big enough to hold ftch a vaft quantity of Tears ? The 
Fat of the Eye, tho foft and of a rare texture, doth not however 
fuck up any Moifture like a Spunge, as Fabricins ab Aquapendeme 
believeth; for Fat and watery Liquors are fo contrary to one ano- 
ther, that inftead of mixing, they drive one another afunder, and 
feparate , and tho they were able to fubfift in a Mixture together, 
yet the Fat and the Glands of the Eye can never contain one 
Dreghm of Water. Moreover, if you examine the Eyes by Ana- 
tomy, you will never find one drop of watery Humour about 
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them, nay, there ts not the 'eaft Appearance that there ever was 
any. 

As for the Brain, tho there be in it feveral Cavities which are 
called Ventricles, no Liquor is to be found in them; for if any 
Liquor cometii into them, it runveth out immediately through the 
Infandibulum, which is feated within the Bafis of the Brains which 
is the reafon that commonly no Water is to be found in the Ventri- 
cles of the Brain : But if fometimes Water is found in them, none 
doubts but that the fame Water fo gathered and retained within 
the Ventricles hath ben the. occafion of the Death of the Perfon 
whofe Head hath been opened. But in fhort, Plempius would ob- 
lige us, if he would fhew us the ways through which the Tears run 
from the Brain to the Eyes. 

4. The Excrement of Digeftions is commonly the grofleft and 
thickeft part of what hath been concocted: Wherefore Tears 
ought not to come under the Denomination of an Excrement, 
fince they are fo clear and fo limpid. 

After having fhewn that the Tears are no Excrement, I will en- 
deavour to difcover what they really are ; and to compafs my cnd, 
I muft carefully examine whence they proceed, and what Matter 
they are made of. | 

It appears vifibly that the Tears do come upon the Globe of the 
Eye, through certain {mall Orifices which are placed on the inter- 
nal Tunic of the fuperiour Palpebra on the fide of the leffer An- 
gle, under its Farfe: for if you introduce into thofe Orifices fome 
Hogs Briftles, you will find them run through fo many Dwétus 
or {mall Channe!s which reach to the Glandula Innominata, feated 
in the upper and lateral part of the Palpebra. There arc five forts 
of Veflels that infert in that Gland, wiz. a Nerve, a Vein, an 
Artery, an Excretory Veilel, and moft probably a Lymphatick 
Vellel, which hath not been perceived as yet, becaufe of its fimall- 
nefs. Amongft thefe Veflels, two bring on, and two carry off. The 
Nerve doth bring on, not only the Animal Spirit, but alfo the 
nervous Juice; the Artery brings inthe Blood, with the vital Spi- 
rit: the Vein carricth off the Blood, and the Lymphatick Veffel 
the clear and watery Humour, called Lympha by the Modern Phy- 
ficians. The Separaticn of the Blood from the Lympha is per- 
formed in the Gland, where neither of thefe two Liquors ftayeth 
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rom things offenfive, as Duft, Smoke, Heat, Cold and Pain; or 
elfe to difcover fome Paflion of the Soul by fhedding of Tears, 
which happeneth when one is forrowful, angry, @c. then this 
Lympha is {ent to the Eyes by the Excretory Vellels. If the Caufe 
oi Vears lafteth long, then Nature, feeing that Tears are not 
fufficient, doth fend as a Supply the Nourifhment belonging to the 
part; which Liquor receiving an alteration becometh thick, and 
againft the Intention of Nature, it increafes the Indifpofition in- 
ftead of curing it: like the Troops which a Prince doth fend into 
fome of his Provinces, to hinder an Invafion from his Neighbours ; 
for the Souldiers fometimes, againft the Intention of their Prince, 
do more Mifchief than the Enemy himfelf would, had he made 
an Incurfion. 

This Lympha is moved to the Eyes by the safe Spirits of the 
Eycs, when join’d with the Animal Spirits, that are communicated 
through the Nerve which inferts it felf in the Glandula Innomi- 
nata. This fame Nerve being part of the fifth pair, according to 
the Computation of fome Moderns, doth communicate with the 
Parts wherein the Motion of Paflions is perform’d ; for it is from 
this Nerve that arifes the intercoftal Nerve which joineth with 
the par Vagum, which par Vagum doth diftribute it felf through 
all the Parts where Pallions have their Stage, as Wiles hath well 
obferved in his Anatomy of the Brain. From thence it cometh to 
pafs that this Gland being moved and ftirr’d by Man’s various 
Paffions, it doth prefs Tears forward, and maketh them flow out 
of the Eyes. 7 
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f Ledsn By W. ‘8. Mintiier of St. Catherine Cree-Church. 
Pe 


os 


biificd at tie Requelt of the Scciety. Printed for Rich. Parker, 

pee Truth or the holy Scriptures. A Sermon preach’d at 
St Voting in the Fields, April 1, 1695. being the fourth of the 

tect Ire " ‘y this prefent Year, founded by the Hon. Robert Boyle E(q; 
by uta _ liars, DD. pr inted for RX. Chifwell and T. Cockers, 

Centiderstions requiring greater Care for Trade in England, and 
{ome} Expedients propofed. Printed for S. Crouch, 1695. 

The Pr opolal for the raifing of the Silver Coin of England, from 
60 seis in the Ounce to 75 Pence, confidered ; with the Con- 
t sthereof. Printed for R. Cumberland, 1696. 

Ey he sc ikenaniOn of the Coin, with a fea! “ible Method to doi it, 
propotcd to both Houtes of Parliament. To whichis annexed a 
Droicétion or Scheme of reafonable Terms for acy a firm 
and ccnera al Peace in Evrope. By I. Houghion. Sold by 8. Baldwin, 

An Evxhortation to truitin God. By D. Bul. Sold ‘a 5 Whitlock, 

An Abit: ad of the Confaltationsand Debates between the French 
Ning and bis Counc:! concerning the new Ccin and vo inage thar is 
ty be made in England, privately feiit by a Frierd of che Con- 
tederates from the French Court ts his Brot ler at braffels. 

A Propofel for fupplying his Majeily with Twelve hundred 
thoufand Pounds, by merding the Coin, and yet preferve the 


artieat Standard of the Kingdom. By a Gentleman. Soid by 
ys iVhitlock. 
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